
2 December
Pfizer vaccine 

approved

30 December
AstraZeneca (AZ) 
vaccine approved

14 December
Cohorts 2 & 3 open 
(over 75, frontline 
health and social 

care workers)

8 December
Cohort 1 opens 

(care home 
residents  
and staff)

15 February
15 million people 
from cohorts 1-4 
receive first dose

28 February
Cohort 7 opens 

(60-64)

22 February
First real-world UK 
data shows Pfizer 
vaccine provides 

high levels of 
protection

22 February
Cohorts 5 & 6 open
(65-69 & 16-64 with 
underlying health 

conditions)

8 March
Cohort 8 opens 

(55-59)

15 March
Cohort 9 opens 

(50-54)

7 April
Adults under 30 

offered alternative 
to AZ vaccine

16 April
Vaccine 

recommended for 
pregnant people

30 April
All over 40 eligible 

for the vaccine

19 July
Children at increased 
risk are offered the 

vaccine

30 July
Research shows pregnant 

people more likely to 
become seriously ill from 

COVID-19 and 99% of those 
in hospital due to COVID-19 

are unvaccinated

3 August
Preg-CoV trial 

launches

1 September
Third dose offered 

to severely 
immunosuppressed

13 September
All 12-15 year olds 
offered a first dose 
of Pfizer COVID-19 

vaccine

1 October
Study shows 

vaccinating against 
COVID-19 and flu at 

same time is safe

14 September
Third dose offered 
to priority groups 
1 to 9, no earlier 
than 6 months 

after second dose

24 September
A panel of 

UK scientists 
review vaccine 
effectiveness

26 November
Omicron 

(B.1.1.529) 
designated 

variant of concern

25 November
  Pregnant people 

urged to get 
COVID-19 vaccine 
following new UK 

safety data

30 November
 All adults to be 

offered COVID-19 
boosters by end 

of January

29 November
 New advice on 

booster vaccines 
and second 

doses

17 November
  UKHSA updates 
clinical guidance 
on vaccinations  
for 12 to 17 year 

olds

28 April
Study shows one dose 
of COVID-19 vaccine 
can cut household 
transmission by up 

to half

14 June
New data showing 
vaccines are highly 

effective against 
hospitalisation from 

Delta variant

8 December
UK becomes the first 

country in the world to 
administer an approved 

COVID-19 vaccine to 
Margaret Keenan in 

Coventry
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5 December
20 million 

booster vaccines  
administered in 

the UK

8 December
UK celebrates 

one year since it 
administered its 
first COVID-19 

vaccine

One year of the COVID-19 vaccine:  
What have we learnt so far?

On 8 December 2020 the UK became the first country in the world to administer an  
approved COVID-19 vaccine. Here we reflect on the learnings and achievements of the  

vaccination programme one year on.

Click to read more

18 January
Cohort 4 opens  

(over 70, clinically 
extremely vulnerable)

3 February
More than 10 million 

people in the UK, 
including over 1 

million Londoners, 
receive first dose of 
COVID-19 vaccine 

1 March
New data show 
vaccines reduce 

severe COVID-19 in 
older adults

8 January
Moderna vaccine 

approved

14 May
Most vulnerable offered 

second dose of COVID-19 
vaccine earlier to help 

protect against variants

31 May
Mass vaccination event 

Over 11,000 vaccinated at 
Twickenham stadium 

3 June
Over half of UK adults 

vaccinated with 
second dose

19 August
Study finds vaccines 

effective against 
Delta variant

26 August
Five new COVID-19 
vaccine research 

projects announced

15 October
NHS delivers over 

three million COVID-19 
boosters in first month

8 December
More than 100 
million vaccine 

doses delivered in 
the UK, including 

over 13.5 million in 
London

3 December
Study finds boosters 

give over 90% 
protection against 

symptomatic 
COVID-19

15 June
Over 70 million doses 
of COVID-19 vaccine 
administered in UK
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